“GOD HAS DONE GREAT THINGS”

PSALM 71:19

INTRO:  Friends, our God is truly wonderful!  The psalmist wrote in Psalm 

             145:3—“Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; and his 
               greatness is unsearchable.”  And in Psalm 147:5 we read—“Great is 
               our Lord, and of great power: his understanding is infinite.”  Charles 
              Spurgeon, the prince of preachers, once said: “God’s mercy is so great

              that forgives great sins to great sinners after great lengths of time, and 

              then gives great favors and great privileges, and raises up to great 

              enjoyments in the great Heaven of the great God.”  
              Friends, our God has done many great things!  It would be impossible 
              for us to enumerate all the great things that our God has done!  
              Because of his greatness the psalmist said—“Praise ye the LORD. 
              Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the firmament of his power. 
              Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him according to his excellent 
              greatness.” (Psalm 150:1-2).  You have only to open your eyes to see 
              the handwriting of God upon every object. The shading of the flower, 
              the song of the bird, the form of the tree, the breath of the air, the tint 
              of the sky, the green of the grass —all are thoughts of God, and are 
              designed to help you think of Him. — DANIEL MARCH. (Pearls from 

               Many Seas. J. B. McClure. The Master Christian Library. Version 5).  

              Friends, I want to call your attention today to a few of the great 

              blessings God has blessed us with.  Samuel told the people in 1 

             Samuel 12:24—“Only fear the LORD, and serve him in truth with all 
              your heart: for consider how great things he hath done for you.”  
              Friends, that is what I want you to do today—“consider how great 
              things he hath done for you.”  GOD IS GOOD and GOD IS GOOD ALL 

              THE TIME!  Let us consider…

(1)  GOD HAS LOVED US WITH A GREAT LOVE 

EPHESIANS 2:4-7—“But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath 
quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) And hath 
raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come he might shew the

exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through

Christ Jesus.”
A.  THE EXPRESSION OF GOD’S LOVE.  The love of God has been called a 

     fathomless ocean, a mine of wealth, a lasting spring, a glorious provision, a 

     sun of warmth and an unceasing inspiration.  It is hard to put into the

     words the excellency of the love of God!  
B.  THE EXHIBITION OF GOD’S LOVE.  God’s love was truly seen in His 

     giving His only Son to die in our place.  1 John 4:9-10 tells us—“In this 
     was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only 
     begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. Herein is love, 
     not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the 
     propitiation for our sins.”  The love of God is:
· A LOVE THAT IS UNIVERSAL IN ITS OBJECT.  John 3:16 tells us—“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  What is the object of God’s love?  Friends, you and I are.  Every man is loved by God and there is not one person who has lived, is living, or will live on this earth, that God does not love!  The minister was retiring, and had delivered his last sermon from the pulpit where he had preached many years. One of the faithful members stopped as she went out the door and asked, "Do you know what is the most important thing you said in all these years?" "What was that?" the minister inquired, so he might learn of one way he had helped someone. "You told us we cannot do anything to get God to stop loving us!" was the quiet reply. The most important thing that you can learn in life is that God never stops loving you!
-Peter lied about being one of the disciples, but God loved him (Matt 26:70).

          -The mothers and their small children were a problem for the disciples, 
          but God loved them (Matt 19:14).

     -The woman refused to give Jesus a drink of water from the well, but 
     God loved her (John 4:9).

          No matter what your life has been like, He still loves you! How much do 
          you love God? (Bible Illustrator for Windows. Version 3.0f. Copyright 

          1990-1998, Parsons Technology, Inc. All Rights Reserved).     
· A LOVE THAT IS UNKNOWN IN ITS FULLNESS.  Paul prayed for the Ephesians in Ephesians 3:16-19—“That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being

          rooted and grounded in love, May be able to comprehend with all saints              

          what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And to know the 
          love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all 
          the fulness of God.”  
· A LOVE THAT IS UNENDING IN ITS DURATION.  The Lord promises in Jeremiah 31:3—“Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.”  God’s love never ends, grows cold, or runs out.  God loves us in spite of our sins, selfishness, and shallowness.  Nothing we can do or fail to do can cause God to love us any more or less than He already loves us!  A preacher tells us how one of his children said to the youngest, "You must be good or Father won't love you." He called the child to him and said, gravely and tenderly, "That is not true, my boy." "But you won't love us if we are not good, will you?" asked the child. "Yes, I shall love you always; when you are good, I shall love you with a love that makes me glad; when you are not good, I shall love you with a love that hurts me." That's exactly what the love of God is toward us. He was not obliged to love us because we were either bad or good, but He did love us because of what He is-Love-and for that reason He came. His coming was neither forced nor deserved. (Bible Illustrator for Windows. Version 3.0f. Copyright 1990-1998, Parsons Technology, Inc. All Rights Reserved).   
GOD HAS DONE GREAT THINGS: GOD HAS LOVED US WITH A GREAT LOVE and…

(2)  GOD HAS SAVED US WITH A GREAT SALVATION

HEBREWS 2:1-3—“Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to 
the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them 
slip. For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every
transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of
reward; How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; 
which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was 
confirmed unto us by them that heard him; God also bearing them 
witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, 
and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will?”
A.  A GREAT PRICE PURCHASED IT.  The salvation of our eternal souls cost 

     the greatest price ever paid.  1 Peter 1:18-21 tells us—“Forasmuch as ye 
     know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, 
     from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with 
     the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 
     Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was 
     manifest in these last times for you, Who by him do believe in God, that

     raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope 
     might be in God.”  If I had the wisdom of Solomon, the patience of John, the 
     meekness of Moses, the strength of Samson, the obedience of Abraham, the 
     compassion of Joseph, the tears of Jeremiah, the poetic skill of David, the 
     prophetic voice of Elijah, the courage of Daniel, the greatness of John the 
     Baptist, the endurance and love of Paul, I would still need redemption 
     through Christ's blood, the forgiveness of sin. --R. L. Wheeler (Edythe 
     Draper, Draper's Book of Quotations for the Christian World (Wheaton: 
     Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 1992). Entry #9435).
B.  A GREAT PLAN ACCOMPLISHED IT.  God’s plan is not based upon merit,
     works, advantage, or wealth.  God’s plan is based solely upon His 

     matchless, marvelous grace!  We read in Ephesians 2:8-9—“For by grace 
     are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not 
     of works, lest any man should boast.”  Nothing we can do can guarantee us 

     a place in heaven except the grace of God that we accept by faith in Jesus 

     Christ.  

ILLUS:  One warm summer afternoon, a bird flew through the open door into a 
             chapel, where service was being conducted. Full of fear it flew 
             backward and forward near the ceiling and against the windows, 
             vainly seeking a way out into the sunshine. In one of the pews sat a 
             lady, who observed the bird, while thinking how foolish it was, not to 
             fly out through the open door into liberty. At last the bird's strength 
             being gone, it rested a moment on one of the rafters. Then seeing the 
             open door, it flew out into the sunshine, venting its joy in a song.

             Then the lady who had been watching the little bird thought to herself: 
             "Am I not acting as foolish as I thought the bird was? How long have I 
             been struggling under the burden of my sin in the vain endeavor to get 
             free and all the while the door of God's grace has been wide open?" 
             Then and there the decision was formed to enter in.

              "I am the Way," says Jesus, "no man cometh unto the Father, but by 
               me" (John 14:6). (Bible Illustrator for Windows. Version 3.0f. 

               Copyright 1990-1998, Parsons Technology, Inc. All Rights Reserved).     
C.  A GREAT PARDON ACCOMPANIED IT.  Ephesians 1:7 tells speaking of 

     our Lord Jesus Christ—“In whom we have redemption through his blood, the 
     forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace.”  There is one eternal 
     principle which will be valid as long as the world lasts.  The principle is—

     Forgiveness is a costly thing.  Human forgiveness is costly.  A son or a 
     daughter may go wrong; a father or a mother may forgive; but forgiveness 
     has brought tears. ... There was the price of a broken heart to pay. 

     Divine forgiveness is costly.  God is love, but God is holiness. God, least of 
     all, can break the great moral laws on which the universe is built.  Sin must 
     have its punishment or the very structure of life disintegrates.  And God 
     alone can pay the terrible price that is necessary before men can be 
     forgiven.  Forgiveness is never a case of saying: "It's all right; it doesn't 
     matter."  Forgiveness is the most costly thing in the world. (William Barclay 
     in The Letter to Hebrews.  Christianity Today, Vol. 36, no. 11).  
GOD HAS DONE GREAT THINGS: GOD HAS LOVED US WITH A GREAT LOVE, GOD HAS SAVED US WITH A GREAT SALVATION and…

(3)  GOD HAS THRILLED US WITH A GREAT JOY


1 Peter 1:3-9—“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto 
A lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, To 
an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not
away, reserved in heaven for you, Who are kept by the power of 
God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last 
time. Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need 
be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: That the trial 
of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, 
though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honor 
and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: Whom having not seen, 
ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: Receiving the end of 
your faith, even the salvation of your souls.”

JOHN 15:9-11—“As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: 
continue ye in my love. If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide 
in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and 
abide in his love. These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy 
might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.”
A.  THE JOY OF DELIGHTFUL ASSOCIATION.  What a joy it is to be part of 

      the family of God!  How blessed we are to have our brothers and sisters in 

      the Lord who pray for us, encourage us, and push us to be the best we can 

      be for the Lord!  The Scripture says we are—“…heirs of God, and joint-heirs 
      with Christ…” (Romans 8:17).  What a joy to be part of God’s Church and 

      to be united with God’s people.  The Church is “built upon the foundation of 
      the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 
      In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in 
      the Lord: In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God
      through the Spirit.” (Ephesians 2:20-22).  Friends, each and every one of 

      us are vital to the success of our Church.  Try to imagine how unattractive 
      our church building would be if bricks in the wall were missing. Not only 
      would it be unattractive, but it would also be weakening to the rest of the 
      structure. If our building were missing bricks, we would get busy and 
      correct that situation immediately.  Simon Peter tells us that the Lord's 
      spiritual house (the church) is made up of "lively stones." But often we 
      observe numerous stones missing from the worship assembly. The result is 
      a most unattractive and weakened structure.  Even as every brick in our 
      church building is needed, so every living stone in the spiritual house is 
      needed. How unfortunate when some member has the idea, "I'm only one; I 
      won't be missed!" The Bible teaches that every person must bear his own 
      burden. Our daily prayer should be, "Lord, help me always be in my place 
      carrying my share of the load." (Bible Illustrator for Windows. Version 3.0f. 

      Copyright 1990-1998, Parsons Technology, Inc. All Rights Reserved 
B.  THE JOY OF NEEDFUL OBLIGATION.  We owe the Lord a debt we cannot 

      pay because He paid our debt that He did not owe.  As believers we are to 

      joyfully serve the Lord because of our thankfulness and gratefulness for 

      what grace has accomplished.  Our Lord Jesus said in John 15:10-11—“If 
      ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept 
      my Father’s commandments, and abide in his love. These things have I

      spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be 
      full.”  Matthew Henry said, “the joy of those who abide in Christ’s love is a 
      continual feast. They are to show their love to him by keeping his

      commandments.” (Matthew Henry. Matthew Henry’s Concise Commentary. 

      The Master Christian Library. Version 5).  
C.  THE JOY OF BLISSFUL ANTICIPATION.  In Titus 2:11-14 the Bible tells

     us—“For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 
     Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
     soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; Looking for that blessed 
     hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus 
     Christ; Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 

     and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.”  A little girl 
     had been listening while her mother's friends were speaking about the 
     imminent return of the Lord. After some time she was missed, so her 
     mother went in search of her. She found her looking out a window at the 
     top of the house. Asked what she was doing she said, "Oh, Mother, I heard 
     you say Jesus might come today, and I wanted to be the first to see Him. 
     See, I washed myself and put on a clean dress."  Friends, as we await the 
     coming of our Lord we should daily ask forgiveness so we can keep 

     ourselves clean as we look for the coming of the Lord!
GOD HAS DONE GREAT THINGS: GOD HAS LOVED US WITH A GREAT LOVE, GOD HAS SAVED US WITH A GREAT SALVATION, GOD HAS THRILLED WITH A GREAT JOY and lastly…

(4)  GOD HAS STRENGTHENED US WITH A GREAT POWER


ACTS 4:32-33—“And the multitude of them that believed were of one 
heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the 
things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things 
common. And with great power gave the apostles witness of the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all.”

1 JOHN 4:4—“Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: 
Because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.”
A.  GOD GIVES US POWER TO WITNESS.  Acts 1:8 tells us—“But ye shall 
     receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be 
     witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and 
     unto the uttermost part of the earth.”  The Holy Spirit encourages, empowers,

     enlists, and enables us to share the love of Christ with a lost world.   
B.  GOD GIVES US POWER TO PRAY.  Many times we feel the need to pray 

     but don’t know exactly how to frame our request or tailor our petition but

     God the Holy Spirit helps us when we face difficulty in prayer—“Likewise 
     the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray 
     for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings 
     which cannot be uttered.” (Romans 8:26).

C.  GOD GIVES US POWER TO STAND.  Friend, have you ever felt so weary 

      you thought you could not go on?  Have you ever been so weak you no 
      longer felt like standing?  Physically, sometimes we grow that weary and 

      weak.  Sadly, sometimes spiritually we do also.  But the reason we grow 

      weary and weak spiritually is because we are not resting in the power of 

      the Lord!  We read in Ephesians 6:10-13—“Finally, my brethren, be strong 
      in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, 
      that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle 
      not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers,

      against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness 
      in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may 
      be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.”  

      Scientists have long believed that there were only four forces in nature: 
      gravity, electromagnetism, the binding force of the atom, and the weak 
      force of radioactive decay. Now they are debating the possibility of a fifth 
      force. Christians have always believed in a fifth force. They believe in 
      spiritual power. (Robert C. Shannon, 1000 Windows, (Cincinnati, Ohio: 
      Standard Publishing Company, 1997)).  
CLOSING:   Friends, GOD HAS DONE GREAT THINGS: GOD HAS SAVED US 
                   WITH A GREAT SALVATION, GOD HAS LOVED US WITH A GREAT

                   LOVE, GOD HAS THRILLED US WITH A GREAT JOY, and GOD 

                   HAS STRENGTHENED US WITH A GREAT POWER.  All we can 

                   say today is “Blessed is the name of the Lord!”   
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