"Laodicea-The Lukewarm Church"

Revelation 3:14-22
INTRO.
The wealthy city of Laodicea was located on the road to Colosse about 40 miles southeast of Philadelphia. The city was founded between 261-246 B. C. by Antiochus II.  It was the most affluent of the Seven Churches of Asia Minor.  It was a significant commercial and bank​ing center and was noted for great wealth.

The Lycus Valley of Phrygia, where Laodicea was located, was an area noted for the manufacture of wool carpets and clothing of rich black color and fine texture, and the production of medicines for eye ailments.  Also, a famous medical school, founded in honor of Aescuplius, was located in the city.  The school manufactured an eye salve, Collyrium, which was famous in its day.

The City was devastated by an extensive earthquake in 60 A.D.  But instead of requesting relief from the Roman government, the authority in the area, the citizens of Laodicea showed their great wealth by rebuilding the city with their own resources.  It is interesting to know that the Greek name "Laodicea" means the people determine, indicating self-rule, which seemed the at​titude of the citizens in all matters.

Hot mineral  springs were located in Hierapolis, six miles from Laodicea.  By the time water from those springs flowed to the city, it was lukewarm and very nauseating to drink, causing vomiting.

The Church in Laodicea may have been founded through the ministry of Epaphras of Colosse, but it isn't known if this is fact.  Although there is no record that Paul ever visited Laodicea, He had a great concern and love for the Church (Colossians 2:1, 4:15, 16).  Over the years, the Church grew in number and was large enough for its pastor to be elevated to the rank of Metro​politan Pastor.  However, today, the Church no longer exists.

The Church of Laodicea had the attitude that they were self-sufficient.  They thought they were rich, they thought they didn’t need nothing.  But Christ, through His letter to them, showed them different.  Let us look at this Church and see what Christ tells this Church to do, else they lose their candlestick!

(1)  Christ's Relationship to this Church
Text: Revelation 3:14
      *Christ described Himself as:

      A.  The Amen--The One who is Truth and therefore the standard of 

            Truth (John 14:6).

      B.  The Faithful and True Witness--one Who can be trusted to give an 

           accurate testimony of the true condition (reality) of the Church

      C.  The Beginning Of the Creation of God--The One Who is the Eternal 

            Cause of creation and the Sovereign over it.

      *THESE THREE DESCRIPTIONS SHOWED:

      1.  That Christ, The Truth would give an accurate evaluation of the reality 

            of the Church.

      2.  That Christ is Sovereign over all things, so His evaluation would have 

           serious implications for that Church.

(2)  Christ's Rebuke of this Church
Text:
Revelation 3:15-17
      *Christ offered no praise for this Church, but all rebuke. He rebuked them 

       for being lukewarm, not hot nor cold toward Him.  Emphasizing that 

       lukewarm is worse than being totally cold.

*TO understand why cold is better than lukewarm, we need to exam what Christ meant by hot, cold, and lukewarm.

HOT--Seems to refer to True believers, those who are truly saved and zealous for Christ.

COLD--Refers to unbelievers, those who have not experienced the saving Grace of God in Christ.

            LUKEWARM--Refers to unbelievers, who when exposed to the saving Grace of God, make a profession in Christ, but don't truly trust Him as Savior.

    *The people of the Church in Laodicea were lukewarm because they allowed 

     their riches and self-sufficiency to affect their spiritual outlook.  They 

     considered their religious experience, as just another possession they had 

     acquired for themselves.  Spiritually, they thought they had no need of 

     anything.

    *Christ’s Evaluation showed their true condition (v. 17)

A. They were ignorant of their spiritual condition--being wretched and 

Miserable.

B.  The City was famous for eye salve, yet they were Spirit​ually blind.

    C.  The City produced fine wool clothing, yet they were spiritually naked.

    *Just as the lukewarm waters at Laodicea could cause vomiting--the 

     condition of the Church was so nauseating to Christ that He threatened to 

     vomit them out His mouth.  The church at one time had a remnant of true 

     believers in Christ, for Paul in Colossians 4:15 calls them “Brethren,” but

     all that was left now was apostasy.  Confession of life in Christ, but no 

     possession of His Holy Spirit.

(3)  Christ's Exhortation to this Church
Text: Revelation 3:18-20

*The Laodiceans lived in a banking center, so they were accustomed to being advised by financial advisors, so in like manner , Christ counseled them to make wise Spiritual investments.

*He advised them to buy from Him Three things (v. 18):

A. Gold tried in the fire-refined gold--True, Spiritual Riches.

B. white Raiment--The absolute Righteousness of God.

C. Eye salve--The work of the Holy Spirit to remove their spiritual blindness.

*In v. 19, even though Christ found this Church nauseating, He still had a love for them.  It was because of this Love that He rebuked and chastened them.

*He commanded the Church to be zealous (eager to change) and to repent.

*By its lukewarm condition, the Church in Laodicea, had shut Christ out.  Christ didn't force His way in, but In v. 20, He graciously sought entrance by knocking at the Church's door.  Since the Church as a whole might not have responded, He appealed to Individuals in the Church also.

*If any man would respond and open the door to Christ, He would enter into a personal relationship with that one.

(4)  Christ's Reward to the Overcomer
Text: Revelation 3:21
     A.  The Identity of the Overcomer .  The overcomer was any individual who 

          would overcome the pressures of the Church's lukewarm condition and 

          open the door of his heart to Christ..

     B.  The Incredible Reward for the Overcomer.  Christ promised the 

          overcomer to sit with Him, in the future, on His throne.  In essence, 

          Christ promised all who overcomes the privilege of reigning with Him in 

          His Millennial Kingdom.

CLOSING:
The Church of Laodicea had the name “Church”, but no true faith 

                    in Christ.  Christ exhorts them to repent while there is time.

All through the Letters to the Seven churches, Christ commanded the reader to heed the voice of the Spirit. We, today, should take heed to the warning to Laodicea about shutting Christ out by a self-sufficient attitude, thus lending ourselves to a lukewarm belief.

                     Are WE heeding His Spirit today as He speaks to His Church??

