Because He Lives!”

Revelation 1:4-18

INTRO: Today is Easter.  Easter is the day God’s people set aside to celebrate   

             the resurrection of our LORD and Savior Jesus Christ.  Someone has 

             said, “Christmas is the Promise, and Easter is the Proof.”  Many today 

             have no idea at all what they are celebrating.  For many it will never 

             cross their minds to consider the great sacrifice the LORD paid that we 

             all might be saved.  They never consider the fact He died for our sins 

             and was resurrected, giving us proof that He was who He had claimed 

             He was-God’s Son.  For many today this is just a day set aside on their 

             calendars, to live their selfish lives camping, picnicking, hunting Easter 

             eggs, etc.

             But Easter is a day that is set aside so the whole world can stop and 

             realize what Christ has done.  Nowhere in Scripture are we told to set 

             aside a day to commemorate this special day.  But Christians 

             throughout the centuries have set aside this special day because of 

             what it means to us.  The word EASTER is found only once in our 

             Bibles.  In Acts 12:4, we read, “And when he had apprehended him, he 

             put him in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to 

             keep him; intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people.”

             Let us today, Easter, remember what this day is all about.  It is not 

             about Eggs, bunnies, chicks, but about the RESURRECTION OF JESUS 

             CHRIST!  That is what we ought to get excited about!  In Revelation 1:18, 
             The Resurrected Christ speaks to the Apostle John on the Isle of Patmos, “I 
             am he that liveth, and was dead; and behold I am alive forevermore, Amen; 
             and have the keys of hell and of death.”
             I want us to think on this subject, “Because He Lives!”  Today, being Easter, 

             let us see four blessings we enjoy “Because He Lives!”

(1)  WE HAVE A “KNOW-SO” SALVATION
2 Timothy 1:12b—“for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that 

he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that 

day.”

*Paul sitting in a prison cell in Rome wrote these words of assurance unto young
 Timothy, “For I know whom I have believed…”  The word KNOW here means “to
 know, understand, and to be sure.”

ILLUS:  What an encouragement it is to know that Christ is faithful and able to

             keep His own!  “For I know whom I have believed!” was Paul’s confidence-not 
             “I hope” or “I think.”  Paul is saying that he knows he can trust Christ to keep 
             him and his soul (Warren W. Wiersbe.  Wiersbe’s Expository Outlines on The 

            New Testament. p. 643).
*We have a “KNOW-SO” Salvation, a salvation in which:

A.  Sin’s burdens are lifted (Matthew 11:28).  The heavy burden of sin 

     which we all carried has been lifted by our faith in HIM!

B.  Sin’s pollution is removed (1 John 1:9).  When we receive Christ as our    
      Savior, all our sins are forgiven-past, present, and future.  Yet, even after we are 
      saved, we still sin and must confess our sins to God.  Not to gain God’s acceptance, 
      but to remove the barrier to fellowship that our sin has put between us and HIM.

C.  Sin’s Conqueror is enthroned (Colossians 1:27; 1 John 5:10).  Who 

     could have imagined that God’s plan, God’s desire, was to have his Son, 

     Jesus Christ, live in the hearts of all who believe in HIM.  Christ is all we 

     need!  We are made full in HIM, and that is all that is needed!  Paul said in 
     Galatians 2:20, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, 
      but Christ liveth in me:  and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the  

     faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”

     ILLUS:  A Christian is one who has the living Christ within.  By faith, I am united to 
                  Christ forever.  When He died, I died; when he arose, I arose with Him.  
                  He lives out His life through me as I walk by faith-this is the Christian life 
                  (Warren W. Wiersbe.  Wiersbe’s Expository Outlines on The New 

                  Testament. p. 521)!
Christ lives in me-this is my reason for my living and my hope for the future.

(2)  WE HAVE DAILY INTERCESSION
Hebrews 7:23-28—“ And they truly were many priests, because they were not 

suffered to continue by reason of death: But this man, because he 

continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood.  Wherefore he is able 

also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he 

ever liveth to make intercession for them.  For such a high priest became 

us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made 

higher than the heavens; Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to 

offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this 

he did once, when he offered up himself.  For the law maketh men high 

priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since 

the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated forevermore.”
*V25 says, “….seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.”  As our High 

  Priest, Christ is our advocate, the mediator between us and God.  The Old Testament 
  High Priest went before God once a year to plead the forgiveness of the nation’s sins; 
  Christ makes perpetual intercession before God for us (Living Letters from the Life 

  Application Bible.  p. 216).  The priesthood was as good as the man, and the man 
  did not last forever.  But Christ lives to die no more!  He has an unchanging 
  priesthood because He lives by the power of an endless life.  He “continues forever” to 
  make intercession for God’s people and thus is able to save them “to the uttermost” 
  (Warren W. Wiersbe.  Wiersbe’s Expository Outlines on The New Testament. p. 697).
*Because He Lives, We have:

A.  Experienced Intercession (Hebrews 4:15).  Jesus is like us because He has 
     experienced every kind of temptation we experience today.  But He is different 
     because, although He was tempted, He never sinned.  Jesus is the only human 
     being who has ever lived without committing sin.  Now in heaven, He completely 
     understands our weaknesses and temptations and offers forgiveness (Living Letters 

     from the Life Application Bible. p. 211).

B.  Effective Intercession (Hebrews 4:16).  When times of testing, trial or
     tribulation come; we need to turn to the throne of Grace for the help Christ alone 
     can give. Many times we become discouraged and say, “It is impossible for us to go 
     on!  We simply don’t have what it takes!”  Of course we don’t!  No believer has 
     strength enough to cross the Jordan and conquer the enemy!  But we have a great 
     High Priest who has mercy and “grace to help in the nick of time!”  (That is the 
     literal meaning of v16).  When we come to Him, we come to a throne of Grace, not 
     a throne of judgment; and He meets us, talks to us, and strengthens us (Warren W. 

     Wiersbe.  Wiersbe’s Expository Outlines on The New Testament. p. 687).
C.  Enduring Intercession (Hebrews 7:25).  Since “…he ever liveth…”  He truly is 
     “..Thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come.” (Psalm 65:2).   This 
     world prays to gods who cannot hear, but we to a God who hears and answers 
     prayer!

(3)  WE HAVE A DAILY COMPANIONSHIP
Hebrews 13:5b—“ for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”
*The LORD’S continual presence is always with us.  Charles Spurgeon said of this   

  verse:  “These words are remarkably forcible in the original.  You have probably
  heard that in the Greek there are no less than five negatives.  We cannot well 

  translate them into English except in such language as that of the verse we were just 
  singing just now:

“The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose,

I will not, I will not desert to his foes;

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,

I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.”

  Those words are from the hymn, “How Firm a Foundation” (Charles H. Spurgeon.  

  2200 Quotations from the Writings of Charles H. Spurgeon. pp. 354-355).
A.  Encouraging companionship (Deuteronomy 31:6—“Be strong and of a good 

     courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the LORD thy God, he it is that doth go 

     with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.”).  As Moses spoke these words of 
     encouragement to the Israelites and Joshua, he reminded them that the same God 
     who had led them out of Egypt and in the wilderness would also lead them to the 
     promised land.  What encouragement for us to know that we serving a Living LORD

     who is always there to encourage us along life’s way!

B.  Endearing companionship (2 Peter 3:18; 1 John 4:19).  Peter admonishes us 
     to grow in grace and in knowledge.  This knowledge is not merely that of the Bible; 
     it is knowledge of Christ through the Bible.  We must come to know Him better.  It 
     is possible, unfortunately, to grow in knowledge (have Bible truth in our heads) and 
     never grow in grace (show Bible truth in our lives).  We should learn and live the 

     Word (Warren W. Wiersbe.  Wiersbe’s Expository Outlines on The New Testament. 

     p. 765).  How do we grow in grace and in knowledge?  By daily walking with the 
     LORD.

C.  Exalting companionship.  The more we humble ourselves to His LORDSHIP in 
     our lives the more He exalts us (1 Peter 5:6). We often worry about our position 
     and status, hoping we’ll get proper recognition for what we do.  But Peter advises 
     us to remember that God’s recognition counts more than human praise.  God is able 
     and  willling to bless us according to His own timing.  Obey God regardless of

     present circumstances, and in His good time-either in this life or in the next-he will 
     lift you up (Living Letters from the Life Application Bible. p. 251).

(4)  WE HAVE NO FEAR OF TOMORROW
*The song says, “Because He lives, I can face tomorrow.  Because He lives, all fear is 
  gone.  Because I know He holds the future, my life is worth the living just because He 
  lives.”  Someone has described tomorrow as a promissory note.   It is only of value if 
  we are there to enjoy it.  God has not promised any of us tomorrow.  In fact, He has 
  in His Word encouraged us to “Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not 
  what a day may bring forth.” (Proverbs 27:1)

*Although we don’t know about tomorrow, when we know Him who holds tomorrow we 
  can face it without fear!  Because He lives, we have no fear of:

A.  Of tomorrow’s experiences (Romans 8:28).  God works out all things-not just 
     isolated incidents-for our good.  This does not mean all that happens to us is good.  
     Evil is prevalent in our fallen world, but God is able to turn it around for our long-
     range good.  Note that God is not working to make us happy, but to fulfill His 
     purpose.  Note also that this promise is not for everybody.  It can only be claimed 
     by those who love God and are fitting into God’s plans.  Such people have a new 
     perspective, a new mindset on life.  They trust in God, not in life’s treasures; they 
     look to their security in heaven, not on earth; they learn to accept pain and 
     persecution on earth, not resent it, because it brings them closer to God (Living 

     Letters from the Life Application Bible. p. 30). 

B.  Of tomorrow’s enemies (1 John 4:4).  Satan is going to through as many 
     temptations, as many trials, and as many troubles at us as he can. But we must not 
     fear “because greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world.”  My God is 
     greater than anything!  All I must do is trust in HIM!  

C.  Of tomorrow’s ending (Philippians 1:21; Revelation 1:18; John 11:25).  If 
     you are born again by the Grace of Almighty God, you have nothing to fear when it 
     comes to the end of life’s way.  As Paul wrote those words in Philippians 1:21 He 
     realized that life meant developing eternal values and telling others about Christ, 
     who alone can help us see life from an eternal perspective.  Paul could confidently 
     say that dying would be even better than living, because in death he would be
     spared from the troubles of the world and see Christ face to face.  If you’re not 
     ready to die, then you’re not ready to live.  Once you know your eternal purpose, 
     then you’re free to serve-devoting your life to what really counts without fear of 
     dying (Living Letters from the Life Application Bible. p. 139).

CLOSING:  BECAUSE HE LIVES: 1)  We have a Know-So Salvation, 2)  We have daily 

                  intercession, 3) We have daily companionship, and 4) We have no fear of

                  tomorrow.  

                  If I were to ask you to describe Easter without using any words, you could 

                  only use punctuation marks, which punctuation mark would you choose to 

                  describe this Easter for yourself?  Maybe this Easter is a comma for you.  It

                  makes you stop, pause, think, and listen, but that’s about it.  Perhaps 

                  today is a downer-a big bold period.  You thought you’d feel excited, but 
                  instead it seems to be more like empty ritual.  You feel like you’re not on 
                  the inside, but on the outside…an onlooker.


         It was a day when life felt like a period for Jesus’ disciples.  He was dead.

                   He was buried.  An end to expectations.  But wait-news of an empty tomb



..the period is no longer a period, it’s a question mark.  That’s worse than 

                   a period.  Now they’re beginning to doubt, where is He?  They’re 
                   perplexed.  The guards are gone, the stone is rolled away.  He is not here.  
                   And if not there, where?

                   An angel speaks, “Why do you seek the living One among the dead?  He is

                   not here, but He has risen.  Remember how He spoke to you while He


         was in Galilee, saying, that the Son of Man must be delivered into the 

                   hands of sinful men, and how He must be crucified, and the third day He 

                   must rise again.”  Of course they remembered!  The periods are gone.

                   The question marks are removed.  There is one massive exclamation 

                   point!  That’s what Easter is all about…an exclamation of gratitude and 

                   of praise for the resurrection of Jesus Christ and for the Salvation His 

                   victory over death brought to us (Charles R. Swindoll.  The Tale Of The 

                   Tardy Oxcart.  pp.  171-172).  

                   The Resurrection is God’s Amen to Christ’s statement “It is finished.”-S. 

                   Lewis Johnson (Charles R. Swindoll.  The Tale Of The Tardy Oxcart.  P. 

                   492).
