"THE PATH OF DARKNESS OR THE PATH OF LIGHT WHICH WILL YOU CHOOSE?”
PROVERBS 4:10-27

INTRO:  Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto 
              the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6).  Jesus is the only way to God!  Yet 
             many since the dawn of time have tried to find another way.  Cain 
             tried by the work of his hands, the people tried at Babel to build a  

             tower to the LORD, and in the N.T. the Pharisees tried by their show of 

             righteousness.  Still today man is trying to make his own way to God; 
             even though Jesus said, "I am the WAY...".
             All the ways of man lead to utter destruction!  Proverbs 16:25 says, 
             "There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are 
              the ways of death."  Jesus said there are only two ways, one leads to 
             destruction and the other to life everlasting.  In Matthew 7:13-14, 
             Jesus said, "Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and 
              broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which 
              go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which 
              leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it."  All mankind is on one 
             of the two ways.  The way we go is of our own choosing, and if we 
             refuse to choose, we have already chosen.  We are on the path to 

             destruction!  Jesus said, "He that is not for me is against me…" 
             (Matthew 12:30).
             I want to title the message, "The Path of Darkness Or The Path of 
            Light Which Will you Choose?"  In Proverbs 4, Solo​mon exhorts us 
            to—“Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil 
            men.  Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away." (Proverbs 

           4:14-15).  A similar warning is given by the Apostle Paul in 1
            Thessalonians 5:22, where the Scr​ipture says, "Abstain from all 
             appearance of evil."  In other words, if it looks bad, avoid it!  We need to 
            heed that warning!

            I want us today to contrast the way of the wicked and the way of the 
            just and notice the warning of God given in Proverbs  4.

(1)  THE WAY OF THE WICKED
PROVERBS 4:19—“The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not 
at what they stumble"

ILLUS:  The word “darkness" here is translated from a Hebrew word which 

             means-"intense darkness.”  In South-central Ky. there is a system of 
             caves called Mammoth Cave.  When you take a tour the guide at some 
             point will douse every lantern and turn out all lights.  It is one of the 
             creepiest feelings there is! This according to the SCRIPTURES is like 
             the path of the wicked!

*THIS IS A PATH OF:
A.  CONCEALMENT.  In pitch darkness, everything is concealed.  Nothing can

      be seen.  This is as the path of the wicked!  2 Corinthians 4:3-4 tells us—

      “But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom the god of 
     this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of 
     the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto 
     them.”  The word "hid" is translated from a Greek word which means   

     “concealed".  It implies that something is concealed to such an extent that it 
     cannot be seen!  This is true of the lost, unless the "light of the glorious 
     gospel" of Christ shine unto them!  THEY HAVE NO HOPE!

B.  CONDEMNATION.  Our Lord said in John 3:18-21—“He that believeth on 
     him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, 
     because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.  
     And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved 
     darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.  For every one that 
     doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be 
     reproved.  But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be 
     made manifest, that they are wrought in God.”  If you have not accepted 
     Christ as Savior, you are on this path of the wicked and are condemned! 

     Psalm l:6b says—“…The way of the ungodly shall perish"

     But there is hope in Christ! Jesus said in John 8:12—“I am the light of the 
     world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the 
     light of life.” Friend, You must forsake your way and enter into the "new and 
     living way” Christ Jesus!  THERE IS NO OTHER HOPE!
     ILLUS:  In Pennsylvania in 1829, George Wilson was sen​tenced to die for 
                  robbing the mails and for mur​der.  President Andrew Jackson 
                  issued a pardon for George Wilson.  The pardon was taken to him, 
                  but he refused it.  The Court had to decide whe​ther he was actually 
                  pardoned and could go free.  The President issued the pardon, but 
                  George Wil​son refused it.  Was he pardoned or not?

                  Chief Justice John Marshall gave this ruling: A pardon is a piece of 
                  paper, the value of which depends upon the acceptance by the 
                  person impli​cated.  If he does not accept the pardon, then he must 
                  be executed even though the President has given him a pardon. ‘

                  (Bible Illustrator For Windows. Version 3.0f. Copyright 1990-1998, 

                   by Parsons Technology, Inc. All Rights Reserved).
Jesus died for your lost friend; He shed His precious blood so that you might be free!  But if you won't accept that, you will continue on the path you are on and will face destruction!

(2)  THE WAY OF THE JUST
PROVERBS 4:18—“But the path of the just is as the shining light, that 
shineth more and more unto the com​ing day"
*Two interesting Hebrew words are used to describe the path of the just.  First, 
 "shining light" in the Hebrew means "to shine like the sun."  Second, "shineth 
 more and more" means "to go on and on and illuminate, cheer, and enliven."
*The SCRIPTURE says, "Ye are the children of light…The light in the Lord, walk as children of light" (Ephesians 5:8; 1 Thessalonians 5:5).
*THIS IS A PATH OF:
A.  ILLUMINATION.  2 Corinthians 4:6 says—“For God, who commanded the 
     light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of 
     the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”  Warren 

     Wiersbe said, “The lost sinner’s heart is like that original earth: formless 

     and empty and dark.  The Spirit broods over the heart.  The Word comes 

     and brings light—the light of the glorious Gospel.  The sinner then becomes 

     a new creation, and starts to bring forth fruit for the glory of God. (Warren 

     W. Wiersbe. Wiersbe’s Expository Outlines On The New Testament. p. 486).  
     NOW that we are in the Light we MUST walk in the Light!  By:

· Heeding His Spirit (John 16:13).

· Honoring His Word (Psalm 119:105).

· Honoring Him With Our Substance (1 Peter 2:5).
B.  INSTRUCTION.  The psalmist requested in Psalm 86:11—“Teach me thy 
     way, O LORD; I will walk in thy truth: unite my heart to fear thy name.”  The 

     says, “Instruct me in the steps I should take; for without thy teaching I 
     must go astray…join all the purposes, resolutions, and affections of my 
     heart together, to fear and to glorify thy name.” (Adam Clarke. Adam 

     Clarke’s Commentary On The Bible. e-Sword. Version 7.7.7. Copyright 2000-

     2005. Rick Meyers. All Rights Reserved Worldwide).  The psalmist asked 

     God to “knit” his heart together.  He wanted the Lord to “join all the 
     purposes, resolutions, and affections of my heart together, to fear and to 
     glorify thy name…A divided heart is a great curse; scattered affections are a 
     miserable plague…Indecision of mind and division of affections mar any 
     work. The heart must be one, that the work may be one. If this be wanting, 
     all is wrong.” (Adam Clarke. Adam Clarke’s Commentary On The Bible. e-

     Sword. Version 7.7.7. Copyright 2000-2005. Rick Meyers. All Rights

     Reserved Worldwide).  
C.  INFLUENCE.  Jesus commands us in Matthew 5:14-16—“Ye are the light 
     of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid.  Neither do men light a 
     candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light 
     unto all that are in the house.  Let your light so shine before men, that they   

     may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”  Godly 

     influence means a whole lot!
     ILLUS:
When Romanian Pastor Richard Wurmbrandt and his wife were 
                   thrown into prison by the communists, their 9-year-old son was 
                   hauled off to a govern​ment school to be indoctrinated in Marxism 
                   and Atheism.  Some years later, as a method of psy​chological 
                   torture for the parents, the boy was brought to see his mother for 
                   the purpose of de​nouncing Christianity to her face.  As he studied 
                   the marks of suffering on his mother's face to​gether with the joy 
                   evidenced in his mother's Spirit, he suddenly declared, "Mother, if 
                   Christ means this much to you, then I want Him too." Years of 
                   intensive brain-washing evaporated with only a single touch of 
                   CHRISTLIKE INFLUENCE! (Albert M. Wells, Jr. Inspiring 

                    Quotations-Contemporary & Classical. p. 96).
Someone has said, "Let no man think he has no influence." All of us influence others in some way. Let us leave a godly influence-Letting our light shine!

(3)  THE WARNING OF GOD
PROVERBS 4:10-17, 20-27—“Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings; 
and the years of thy life shall be many.  I have taught thee in the 
way of wisdom; I have led thee in right paths. When thou goest, thy 
steps shall not be straitened; and when thou runnest, thou shalt not 
stumble.  Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her; for 
she is thy life.  Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in 
the way of evil men.  Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass 
away.  For they sleep not, except they have done mischief; and their 
sleep is taken away, unless they cause some to fall.  For they eat 
the bread of wickedness, and drink the wine of violence… My son, 
attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings.  Let them not 
depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart.  For 
they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh.  
Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.  
Put away from thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips put far from 
thee.  Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight 
before thee.  Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be 
established.  Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy 
foot from evil.”  
GOD GIVES US THREE WARNINGS:

A.  CONTEMPLATE THEIR PATH (vv. 14, 19).  IT IS:
· Wickness (v14). (1 Thessalonians 5:22; Ephesians 4:17-20).

· Darkness (v19a). (Ephesians 5:11; James 4:3).

· Foolishness (vl9b).  Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 3:18-20—“Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise.  For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh the wise in their own craftiness.  And again, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain.”  
B.  CONSIDER THEIR WAY (vv. l6-17).  THEIR WAY IS:
· Mischievous (vl6a).  The word mischief in this verse is translated from a   Hebrew word that means “to spoil, to do evil or wickedly".  Earlier in Proverbs 1:10-16—“My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not.  If they say, Come with us, let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk privily for the innocent without cause: Let us swallow them up alive as the grave; and whole, as those that go down into the pit: We shall find all precious substance, we shall fill our houses with spoil: Cast in thy lot among us; let us all have one purse: My son, walk not thou in the way with them; refrain thy foot from their path: For their feet run to evil, and make haste to shed blood.”
· Malicious (vl6b).  The word malicious means "having a desire to harm others".  Solomon said these evildoers “their sleep is taken away, unless they cause some to fall.”  Micah 2:1 says—“Woe to them that devise iniquity, and work evil upon their beds! when the morning is light, they practice it, because it is in the power of their hand.”  
· Merry In Wickedness (v17a).  Paul wrote in Romans 1:32—“Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.”  Wickedness itself is bread unto them; it is…to their minds as bread is to their bodies; they feed upon it with as much eagerness, appetite, gust, and pleasure; it is a sweet morsel to them; it is meat, drink, sleep, and everything to them; they take the highest satisfaction and the utmost delight in it. (John Gill.  John Gill’s Exposition of The Entire Bible. e-Sword. Version 7.7.7. Copyright 2000-2005. Rick Meyers. All Rights Reserved Worldwide).   
· Marked By Violence (vl7b). Violence is prevalent in our society, in our classrooms, in our homes, and in our Government.      
A.  CONSECRATE YOURSELVES TO GOD (vv. 10-15, 20-27).  We are to:
· Heed God’s Instruction (vv. 10-15).  By:
1. Separation (vv. 14-15) (2 Corinthians 6:17-18).

2. Scriptures (vv. 10-13) (James 1:22).
· Honor God's Investment (vv. 20-27). In Your: 
1. Love (vv. 20-23) (Mark 12:30; John 14:15).

2. Talk (v24) (Colossians 4:6; Psalms 19:14).
3. Walk (vv. 25-27).  This Means:

-Circumspectly (Ephesians 5:15).
                   -By Faith (2 Corinthians 5:7).
                   -By His Spirit (Galatians 5:16).
CLOSING:  Proverbs 16:25 says—“There is a way that seemeth right unto a 
                   man, but the end thereof are the ways of death."  There are only two 
                  ways!  Your way and God's way!  Your way will perish, God's Way 
                  will lead you to everlasting Life!  Which way are you on?

                  God said in Deuteronomy 30:19—“...I have set before thee this

                  day live and death, blessing and cursing:  therefore choose life, that

                   thou…may live."  

                  What will your choice be today?

