"THE POTTER'S HOUSE"

JEREMIAH 18:1-6

INTRO:  As we look at the conditions in our world today, many times we feel 
              overwhelmed and are left thinking, “Is there anything that can be 
              done?”  Time is rapidly running out, the harvest is past, the summer 
              about ended, and we are not saved.  There is a solution available, it is, 
              The GREAT PHYSICIAN, Jesus Christ.  The reason why our country is 
              sick is because we will not ask His counsel or accept His prescriptions 
              for our ills.  2 Chronicles 7:14 says, "If my people, which are called 
               by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, 
               and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will 
               forgive their sin, and will heal their land."
              Our God is the ABSOLUTE Ruler of the universe.  Yet man is free to 
              decide his own direction.  God is sovereign; yet man is responsible for 
              himself and his actions.  Deuteronomy 30:19 tells us, "I have 
               set before you life and death, blessing and curs​ing: therefore choose life 
               that thou...may live."  In a real sense, the will of man is not free.  
              Before he comes to God he is the slave of sin (Romans 6:16-17).  

              When he is saved, he becomes the servant of God (Romans 6:18).  

              But he must be free to choose his master.  It is possible for him to 
              either yield to God or resist Him.  In this way, man's heart decides its 
              own destiny (Clyde T. Francisco. Studies in Jeremiah. p. 90).  
              God instructed Jeremiah to go down to the potter's house.  Here God 
              would speak to him.  Pottery was one of the earliest of all trades.  The 

              potter's house was probably on the slopes of the valley of Hinnom, 
              where water and clay were found (Charles L. Feinberg. The 

               Expositor’s Bible Commentary. Volume 6: Isaiah-Ezekiel. p. 491). As 
              Jeremiah watched a potter at work he was given divine in​sight into 

              the ways of God with men (Clyde T. Francisco. Studies in Jeremiah. p. 

              90).  Our God is patient and forgiving despite our lack of love and 
              loyalty to Him! In order for us to understand the workings of God in 
              our lives we must take a trip with Jeremiah down to “The Potter’s 
             House”.
(1)  THE PRINCIPLE 
JEREMIAH 18:3—“Then I went down to the potter's house, and, behold, 
he wrought a work on the wheels.”
A.  A DIVINE PERSPECTIVE.  The last part of v3 tells us—“…behold, he 
     wrought a work on the wheels."  Jeremiah noticed that the potter had a 
     purpose for the clay. God has a purpose for each of us.  And He desires that 
     we live up to His potential for us!  Before the potter began his work, in his 
     mind's eye was the pic​ture of the completed vessel.  Before man's life 
     begins, God has a plan for each one.  And it is a good purpose.  No good 
     potter would design a poor vessel (Clyde T. Francisco. Studies in Jeremiah.       

     pp. 90-91).  His purpose for every person is for:
· That Person To Be Saved (1 Timothy 2:4). 
· That Person Once Saved To Be Serving God (Ephesians 2:10).

      NO person should shrink from God's will for them!  Because it is the best           

      thing that can happen to them!  The clay has unlimited possibility and 
     promise, but only as it yields itself to the will of the potter! (John 15:5; 
     Philippians 4:13).
B.  A DIVINE PREROGATIVE.  The word prerogative means “An exclusive and 

     unquestionable right belonging to a person or body of person.” (Funk & 

     Wagnalls Standard Desk Dictionary. Volume 2, N-Z. p. 521).  I want you to 
     note the words, “…He wrought a work…”.  It is His work (Philippians 2:13).  
     He is the Potter.  We are the clay.  The wheels Jeremiah saw represent the 
     wheels of circumstance (Romans 8:28).  God knows exactly what we need.  

     He knows exactly what to bring to our lives to mold us and make us into 

     what He would have us to be.  He has an exclusive and unquestionable 

     right to work in our lives!  Jeremiah said, “HE wrought a WORK.”  The 
     principle Jeremiah realized is this: God control all things!  But you say, "I 
     have free will.  I have a right to choose."  Yes, man is free to choose his own 
     master who he will yield his alleg​iance to.  But in no other way.  The will of 
     man is always mastered by some other force.  If he is lost, he is under the 
     control of Satan.  If he is saved, God is his master.  The ultimate principle 
     then is that God is absolutely sovereign in human life, and that the greatest 
     wisdom lies in an uncondit​ional and uncompromising surrender to the will 
     of God! (G. Campbell Morgan. Studies in The Prophecy of Jeremiah. p. 115).

(2)  THE PURPOSE OF THE POTTER 
JEREMIAH 18:4—“And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in 
the hand of the potter: so he made it again another vessel, as 
seemed good to the potter to make it.”
A.  THE PROBLEM WITH THE VESSEL.  Jeremiah saw that the potter's work 
     had become marred in his hand.  The word "marred" in the Hebrew here 

     means "corrupted or des​troyed.”  The marring of the clay was not due to the 
     potter's inefficiency, but to some stubborn spot in the clay.  All of us are 
     marred by sin.  We have flaws, and God must constantly work on us!  

     Ephesians 5:25b-27 tells us—“…Christ also loved the church, and gave him​
     self for it. That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by 
     the word.  That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having 
     spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it be holy and without blemish."  

     Someone has said, “We ain't what we oughta be, we ain't what we're gonna 

     be, but thank God what ain't what we was!”  Although God has the highest 
     good in mind for each of us, our life can become marred.  We can resist the 
     will of God and we will never be happy, but we can say no to God.  We must 
     also understand something about God's will.  Some people think everything 
     is God’s will.  God, it is true, permits everything to occur.  But not 
     everything is His active will!  
     ILLUS:  Some years ago a man came home drunk at night and knocked his 
                  young baby out of bed and the child died of the injuri​es.  When the 
                  neighbors heard about it, one said, "That was a terrible thing that 
                  happened, but it is the will of God, and God's will be done."  Is it 
                  the will of God that drunken men destroy their children?  That men 
                  go to hell? That people should hate each other?  So much that goes 
                  on in our world is not the way God would have it to be!  The clay is 
                  always becoming marred in the potter's hand (Clyde T. Francisco.

                  Studies in Jeremiah. p. 91).
      We all have a problem and that problem is: SIN!  Sin is what causes the

      vessel to become marred in the hand of the potter.  
B.  THE POTENTIAL OF THE VESSEL.  God has in mind a purpose for every 
      man.  The potter has in mind a purpose for each piece of clay.  The clay 
      does not know what it is; neither does the onlooker, but the potter knows! 
      But many times because of the will of man conflicting with the will of God, 
      God's purpose is not realized in that individual!  Man can resist the will of 
      God, but God does not immediately des​troy him.  He works with the 
      marred vessel to remove the stubborn spot that has marred him!  That is 
      why God is so longsuffering and patient with mankind-so that His ultimate 
      purpose might be realized in all mankind!  But for an individual to 
      experience the potter's purpose for him and his life, he must be pliable so 
      that God, the Heavenly Potter may shape him into what He would have him 
      to be!  There is only one thing which keeps a man from being useful to God: 

      the stubbornness of his own heart!  Whenever a man will yield himself to 
      God, the Divine Potter will reshape his life (Clyde T. Francisco. Studies in 

      Jeremiah. p. 92).  Friend, you will never realize your full potential for the 

      Lord until you are willing to surrender your all to HIM!  All of us are too 

      often too stubborn.  Coping with difficult people is always a problem, 
      especially if the difficult person happens to be yourself. -- Anonymous.  
      Leadership, Vol. 16, no. 4.  For us to be all we can be for God we must 

      heed what Paul wrote in Romans 12:1-2—“I beseech you therefore, 
      brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
      holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  And be not 
      conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
     that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of 
     God.”
When we take a trip to THE POTTER’S HOUSE we learn A PRINCIPLE-God controls all things, we see THE PURPOSE OF THE POTTER-To mold us to our greatest potential and finally we see…
(3)  THE PERSON OF THE POTTER 
JEREMIAH 18:5-6—“Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, O 
house of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith the LORD. 
Behold, as the clay is in the potter's hand, so are ye in mine hand, O 
house of Israel.”
A.  REST IN THE POTTER’S ABILITY.  Until I realize that Principle-That God 
      is absolutely sovereign in human life and the greatest wisdom is to submit 
      uncondition​ally and uncompromisingly to God's Will-My life will be a 

      failure.  But the Principle alone is not enough-It will only bring sorrow to 
      my heart.  I must also see the Purpose-That He cares greatly for me and 
      has something wonderful in mind for me-This brings me comfort.  But until 
      I see the Person of the Potter and my eyes rest upon Him, I will be anxious!  

      God knows what He is trying to accomplish in us.  We must simply by faith

      rest in His ability.  Romans 9:21-23 tells us—“Hath not the potter power 
      over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honor, and another 
      unto dishonor?  What if God, willing to show his wrath, and to make his 
      power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to 
     destruction: And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the 
     vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory.”    
B.  RELY ON THE POTTER’S AUTHORITY.  Just as the potter, works with a 
     piece of clay until he fashions it into just what He has in mind for it; God is 
     working on us, has a purpose in mind for us, and will accomplish it in us, if 
     we will remain pliable and keep our eyes on the Person of the Potter!  We   

     must keep our eyes on the Lord, follow His leading, and bow to His wisdom 

     (Hebrews 12:1-2).  Isaiah 64:8 says—“But now, O LORD, thou art our 
     father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; and we all are the work of thy 
     hand.”  The vessel made by the potter is his work. We have been formed by 
     thee, and we are dependent on thee to make us what thou wilt have us to 
     be. This whole verse is an acknowledgment of the sovereignty of God (Albert 
     Barnes. Albert Barnes’ Notes On The Bible. e-Sword. Version 7.7.7. 

     Copyright 2000-2005. Rick Meyers. All Rights Reserved Worldwide).  Many 
     things happen in our lives of which we cannot understand.  But God knows 

     exactly what is He is doing when He allows certain trials, troubles, and 

     testings to come to our lives.  

     ILLUS:  The story is told of a king in Africa who had a close friend with 
                  whom he grew up.  The friend had a habit of looking at every 
                  situation that ever occurred in his life (positive or negative) and 
                  remarking, "This is good!"

                  One day the king and his friend were out on a hunting expedition.  
                  The friend would load and prepare the guns for the king.  The 
                  friend had apparently done something wrong in preparing one of 
                  the guns, for after taking the gun from his friend, the king fired it 
                  and his thumb was blown off.  Examining the situation, the friend 
                  remarked as usual, "This is good!"

                  To which the king replied, "No, this is not good!" and proceeded to 
                  send his friend to jail.

                  About a year later, the king was hunting in an area that he should 
                  have known to stay clear of.  Cannibals captured him and took him 
                  to their village.  They tied his hands, stacked some wood, set up a 
                  stake and bound him to the stake.

                  As they came near to set fire to the wood, they noticed that the king 
                  was missing a thumb.  Being superstitious, they never ate anyone 
                  who was less than whole.  So untying the king, they sent him on 
                  his way.

                  As he returned home, he was reminded of the event that had taken
                  his thumb and felt remorse for his treatment of his friend.  He went 
                  immediately to the jail to speak with his friend.

                  "You were right," he said, "it was good that my thumb was blown
                  off."  And he proceeded to tell the friend all that had just happened.  
                  "And so, I am very sorry for sending you to jail for so long.  It was 
                  bad for me to do this."

                  "No," his friend replied, "This is good---This is VERY Good!"

                  "What do you mean, 'This is VERY Good'?

                  How could it be good---VERY GOOD that I sent my friend to jail for 
                  a year?"

                  "If I had not been in jail, I would have been with you."
                  (Bible Illustrator For Windows. Version 3.0f. Copyright 1990-1998 

                  by Parsons Technology, Inc. All Rights Reserved Worldwide).

     Friends, We may not always understand why certain things happen to us 

     and why God allows certain difficulties to invade our lives but we can rest 

     assured that the Divine Potter knows exactly what He is doing as molds us 

     and makes us into what HE would have us to be!  When can believe His 

     promise found in Romans 8:28—“And we know that all things work 
     together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according 
     to his purpose” and rest in the potter’s authority.
CLOSING:  Friends, We must simply trust God in all things and remain pliable 

                  so God can mold us into the image of His Son Jesus!  We must not 

                  fight with Him or strive against His working but simply let the 

                  potter make us as He pleases!

                  But sometimes a potter has to work with a piece of clay so long that 
                  it becomes hardened and he can no longer work with it.

                  In Jeremiah 19, the prophet took a potter's vessel that had already 
                  been baked in the oven, and led the elders of the city to the city 
                  dump.  There he held it up for their in​spection and cast it upon the 
                  rocks.  Hardened in the oven, it could not be reshaped again.  
                  Broken on the rocks it cou​ld not be refashioned.

                  There comes a time when it is too late for the clay to be molded.  
                  When a heart turns to stone, there is nothing to do but abandon it.  
                  While the clay is still pliable one must yield.  One day it may be too 
                  late, for the sovereign God will eventually realize His purpose and 
                  those who resist will be destroyed (Clyde T. Francisco. Studies in

                   Jeremiah. p. 92).
                  As the Heavenly Potter strives to work on you, are you pli​able and 
                  submissive to His will?  Isaiah 45:9 says, "Woe unto him that 
                   striveth with his maker…Shall the clay say to him that fashioned it, 
                   What makest thou?  Or thy work, He hath no hands?"
                  Will you allow the Heavenly Potter to mold and shape you in-to a 
                  vessel of honor or will you become hardened, unprofita​ble, 
                  unuseful?

